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Local DNA Analysis Project Initiated  
to Solve Mystery of the Lost Colony 

 

By May Helen Goodloe-Murphy 
 

 At an Avon history dinner, Fred Willard said, “I want your DNA.” 
 
 Willard’s Lost Colony Center for Science and Research has started a DNA Analysis  

 
Project in an effort to solve the mystery of Roanoke Island’s Lost Colony. 
 

 The project combines DNA technology and genealogy.  Willard is tracking down  
 

members on his “most wanted” family list.  The list includes surnames of colonists and  
 
families associated with local Native American heritage through historical documents.  

 
 Angel Roller’s mother’s surname, Farrow, is on the “most wanted” list.  At the history  
 

night, she was the first to take up the offer of a free DNA test by joining the Lost Colony  
 

Center for Science and Research.  More folks at the meeting took up Willard’s offer. 
 
 Willard’s appearance was arranged by the new Hatteras Genealogy Society.  Leading  

 
the society is Dawn Taylor.  On the society’s active Facebook page, lively discussions about  

 
Hatteras Island family names are on-going.  To contact the society, email hatterasgenealo- 
 

gysociety@yahoo.com. 
 
 This winter, the Kinnakeet Civic Association has sponsored a series of potluck history  

 
nights.  The last history dinner will be held Friday, March 26 at 6 P.M.  Following dinner, a  

 
panel of folks from Avon will share stories of Kinnakeet village life and history. 
 

 The civic association provides meat and beverages.  Attendees are asked to bring a  
 

salad or side dish to share as well as pictures or other items of Kinnakeet history to  
 
display. 

 
 To inquire about the DNA Analysis Project, contact Fred Willard by mail at Lost  
 

Colony Center for Science and Research, 9291 Highway 171, Williamston 27892, by  
 

telephone at (252) 955-5924 or by email at FLW0513@ecu.edu.  The center’s website, where  
 
family names are listed, is www.lost-colony.com. 
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